Trait Stewardship Role

Increasing

We take pride in the work we do, both in awareness and assessment of trait stewardship. For our efforts,

Illinois Crop was recently mentioned in the cover story of the

March Prairie Farmer. The subject was Insect Resistance Management and how technology providers

comply with EPA product registration requirements. This is an excellent article with one minor blemish resulting from the use of the phrase IRM Police. I hope the term does not lighten the fact that

we all have an interest in preventing resistance. Unlike a speeding

ticket, the damage is permanent and it will affect everyone. In 2007,

Illinois Crop Improvement inspectors will again make on-farm assessments of IRM practices. Notice that I indicated on-farm assessments of IRM practices.

Illinois Crop Inspectors collect

information that is reported to and acted upon by the technology

provider. The technology provider is responsible for reporting to the EPA

and taking measures to ensure the long-term availability of their product.

Trait stewardship also means

guidance for growers who have planted new trait products or packages. Feed lots, feed mills and

on-farm feed operations are viable options for new corn traits. But in Illinois, everything has the potential

to make it to the river and into

export markets. Many grain elevators proudly display signs that indicate they accept all corn traits or test for unapproved traits.

Unfortunately, stick tests can not differentiate approved and unapproved version of traits or stacked traits. Bt10, Bt11 and several other events make the same 1Ab Bt protein. A positive result could

mean any of a number of trait

products present in the sample.

Stacked traits can not be differentiated from a simple mixture of grain

or the cross-pollination of single traits. More sophisticated tests can

differentiate stacks and specific genes that produce a common protein. However, these tests take more time, more money and sophisticated

facilities, precluding them

from being used at elevators.

If the ability or opportunity to

detect these events is moved

further down stream, are we better or worse off? Is the protection of export markets still important once

bio-fuels become an integral part of the grain market? Dry grind ethanol

plants have been the answer to

keeping traits out of export markets in many channeling plans. The distillers dried grains and solubles

(DDGS) are mostly used for domestic animal feed. However, if DDGS

becomes the export commodity in a

new bio-fuel based economy, what was once a green light for new traits may turn red without the

benefit of a yellow light. What to do? The best thing to do is communicate.

· If you are a seed seller inform your client of the market issues and

follow your companys stewardship plan.

· If you are a farmer ask if there are market restrictions and inform your grain handler.

· If you are a grain handler ask

farmers if there are market restrictions for seed they have purchased and ask your clients if they have export issues.

· If you are a processor or dry

grind ethanol producer  make it known that you are expanding DDGS markets to include sensitive export markets.

If you are responsible for trait

stewardship, a PASS (Producer

Auditing and Supply Systems)

program will be of benefit to you

and your company. When does your

company need PASS for stewardship

and process control?

· Before you seek to release a new

trait or increase distribution to a

wider geographic area.

· When you are required to

demonstrate an effective channeling

program.

· Before your company is the

target of NGOs (Non-Governmental

Organizations) in the media.

· When you need a plan for

tracking and recapturing a product.

· When your insurance carrier

requires a Risk Management

program.

· When you want to minimize

admixture of materials that would

detract from value and your brand

name.

For more information, contact

Doug Miller at 217.359.4053 or email

at dmiller@ilcrop.com
Questions: 

1. What are DDGS? ________________________

2. The statement:  Stacked traits can not be differentiated from a simple mixture of grain or the cross-pollination of single traits. Best indicates the needs for: 


a. Government 

Involvement


b. Channeling


c. Trait Stewardship


d. Targeting

3. What can a “stick test” test for, and not test for according to the article? _____________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  ____________________ also means guidance for growers who have planted new trait products or packages.

5. Why can we not test at the elevator? ________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________

